RESEARCH AND COMPLIANCE SUMMARY - 13 NOVEMBER 2026

Reef Tribe

reeftribe.org - A research library for a conservation-led coral reef project in the Philippines

Status

In planning. Not operating. No permits held. No partners, sites, staff or opening dates announced. No results
of its own are reported.

Approach

Protect first, then restore: (1) preserve living reef; (2) clean the water and watershed; (3) restore populations
through gardening, microfragmentation and larval reseeding; (4) regenerate resilience only inside a clear
ethics and permit frame; (5) create new structure only where the substrate is gone. Global reviews find most
restoration projects small (median about 100 m?) and short-term (Bostrom-Einarsson et al. 2020).

The ten Reef Zones Philippine institutions cited (not partners)

1. Preservation & Protection * University of the Philippines Marine Science

2. Water Quality & Watersheds Institute (UP MSI)

3. Coral Gardening & Nurseries ¢ Marine Environment and Resources Foundation
4. Microfragmentation & Land-Based Propagation (MERF)

5. Larval Reseeding & Sexual Restoration ¢ Silliman University Institute of Environmental and

Marine Sciences (SU-IEMS)

¢ UP Visayas College of Fisheries and Ocean
Sciences

Davao Oriental State University (DOrSU)
¢ Mindanao State University at Naawan, CoReM Hub

6. Assisted Evolution & Climate-Ready Corals

7. Creating New Reef Systems

8. Science & Monitoring

9. Community, Livelihoods & Tourism Done Right

10. Philippines & the Coral Triangle
e Coastal Conservation and Education Foundation

(CCEF)
¢ ElNido Foundation
¢ Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park
e Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI-CFF)

Regulatory frame (to be confirmed with counsel and agencies)

Coral collection is generally prohibited except for scientific or research purposes under special permit, and in-
water coral work would be led by Filipino scientific and community partners. Agencies: BFAR, DENR (BMB,
PAMB), DENR-EMB, LGUs and, in Palawan, PCSD.

« 1987 Constitution, Art. XII, Sec. 2 « PD 1586/ Philippine EIS System (DENR-EMB
e Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998, Sec. 91 (RA ECC/CNC)
8550) ¢ Philippine Clean Water Act of 2004 (RA 9275)
e BFAR FAO 202, s. 2000, Ban on Coral « RA 8970, prohibition on hard surfactants in
Exploitation and Exportation laundry and industrial detergents
e FAO 233 (2010), Aquatic Wildlife Conservation e Strategic Environmental Plan for Palawan Act
o Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection (RA7611)
Act (RA 9147) » Presidential Proclamation No. 32, s.1998

« Expanded NIPAS Act of 2018 (RA 11038) (ENTMRPA)



13th Regular Foreign Investment Negative List « MARINA Circular SR-2020-02, sewage treatment
(EO M3, s. 2026) plants on PH-registered ships
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